Vermont Ambulance Services Cannot Withstand More Medicaid Cuts
· Effective July 1, 2009, Vermont ambulance service’s Medicaid reimbursement rate was reduced by 2%

· Effective January 1, 2010, Vermont ambulance service’s Medicare reimbursement rate was reduced by 8.25%.
· Even with the current Medicare cuts, the VT Medicaid reimbursement rate is still only 46% of what Medicare allows.  
· According to a 2007 GAO report on ambulance Medicare reimbursement, ambulance services were already being reimbursed 6% to 17% less than their costs.
· Hospitals and Physicians are paid at close to 100% of what Medicare allows.

· Unlike Physicians and Dentists, we are required to provide services to anyone regardless of ability to pay. 

· Most ambulance services and rescue squads offset their decreasing reimbursements by cost shifting to the towns that they serve, requiring or increasing subsides varying from $4 to $80 per capita.
· Squads are losing volunteers and are increasingly relying on paid crews to staff their ambulances, thereby increasing operating costs and reliance on reimbursement for services.
· The cost of providing emergency ambulance service has spiraled out of control. (Fuel $3+ /gal, ave cost of unequipped ambulance $135,000)
If you have any questions please contact: 

John Vose , Vermont Ambulance Association

john.vose@hotmail.com / cell  1-603-359-5290
